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The Newsletter for Marshall University

October 31, 2018

John Marshall Leadership Fellows Program
taking applications
The John Marshall Leadership
Fellows Program is a new program
intended to develop faculty and staff
leaders across Marshall University.
The program will be conducted
annually during the spring term under
the sponsorship of and administered
by the Center for Teaching and
Learning.
Applications will be accepted each fall for spring cohorts. The deadline for applications for spring 2019 is
6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 9, 2018. Prospective leadership fellows can apply or may be nominated by their
department chair, dean or supervisor. Full-time tenured or probationary faculty and full-time classified or
non-classified staff with leadership aspirations and a commitment to Marshall University are eligible to
participate.

Applicants must have the endorsement of their chair/direct supervisor and dean/vice president.
The final selection of the cohort will be made by senior administrators of the fellows program.
Each cohort will be composed of a select group of faculty and staff who are interested in
developing their leadership potential, learning more about university functions and policies, and
collaborating as a team to address a current university issue. The spring 2019 cohort will address
the topic of inclusion.

For more information about the program, including a curriculum outline and application process details,
please visit www.marshall.edu/leadership-fellows.

Board of Governors receives reports on
enrollment and investment earnings
Overall student enrollment at Marshall University is up this fall, according to a report delivered
at the Board of Governors meeting Oct. 24.
Total enrollment stands at 13,178 students this fall compared to last year’s 13,010 students.
President Gilbert told board members the overall increase is just over one percent and can be
attributed primarily to increased participation in the university’s popular dual-credit and online
college credit programs for high school students.
“It’s noteworthy that students across the region are choosing to begin their postsecondary
education at Marshall University while they are still in high school,” said Gilbert. “We are
encouraged that our outreach effort in the high schools is building a robust pipeline for future
students to come to Marshall.”
He added that Marshall officials are still analyzing data but that there was also a slight decline in
overall freshman numbers this year. He said there are 123 fewer freshmen enrolled this fall than
last, and that nearly all the decrease is in-state students.
In other action, the board accepted a report on the Audited Financial Report for Fiscal Year
2017-2018, and received the Investment Earnings Report for the period ending August 31, 2019.
The board also approved a policy for compliance with the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), a federal policy requiring adherence to certain rules and
regulations in regard to the collection and maintenance of Native American human remains or
cultural items.

Additionally, the board approved a classified employee salary schedule increasing the salary of
affected employees to the minimum salary for their respective pay grades. The resolution also
provides for the implementation of a minimum salary for any full-time, regular-status, benefitseligible employee of $20,000 annually. Finally, the board approved the sale of 1.62 acres at the
South Charleston campus to the Islamic Association of West Virginia for a purchase price of
$44,500.
In his remarks to the board, Gilbert also announced the university will honor the late basketball
legend and Son of Marshall Hal Greer by commissioning a statue in his likeness for
campus. Three artists have been selected as finalists for the project. It’s anticipated the selection
committee, formed this past summer by the president, will announce the chosen sculptor by the
end of November. An unveiling of the sketches/drawings, a kick-off fundraising campaign and
recognition of Greer is scheduled for Jan. 12 during the men’s basketball matchup against
Western Kentucky University. Members of Greer’s family are expected to be in attendance for
the event.

Marshall’s Jack Smith part of research team
receiving $4.5 million from NSF
Dr. Jack Smith, a senior research staff member of the Center for Environmental, Geotechnical
and Applied Sciences, was part of a research team that received a five-year, $4.5 million grant
from the National Science Foundation to build GeoEDF, a “plug-and-play” platform to allow
researchers to easily access and process geospatial data.
The team was led by Dr. Carol Song, a senior research scientist at Purdue University’s ITaP
Research Computing. Song describes GeoEDF as a successor to the Geospatial Data Analysis
Building Blocks (GABBs), a project Song led that developed web-based geospatial data
visualization, analysis and modeling tools and made them accessible to users on a science
gateway called MyGeoHub.
Since these tools have become available even to non-programmers, improvements have been
needed, including standard interfaces that make data ready to use. GeoEDF’s data processing
pipeline will help researchers retrieve and process the data they need, even as field sensors
become increasingly common and create large volumes of streaming “crowdsourced” data
generated by citizen scientists. GeoEDF can retrieve and transform data into standardized
formats.
Smith is among the scientists working with Song as co-principal investigators. He will use
GeoEDF to process water quality data from field sensors in Appalachia and convert it into
standard EPA format for processing.
“This grant offers a great opportunity to build on the success of two other NSF grant-funded
projects that Marshall participates in that address water quality issues in the Appalachian
region,” Smith said. “These projects share a collaboration portal similar to MyGeoHub for
collecting and sharing data with researchers across the region. GeoEDF will allow such portals to
exchange and analyze data on a national scale using a common framework.”

The GeoEDF team also will collaborate with partners in industry and government to develop the
GeoEDF tool. Research scientists at the EPA’s National Exposure Research Laboratory who do
large scale hydrologic modeling are interested in collaborating with GeoEDF to incorporate
remotely sensed field and satellite data.

School of Music to present jazz concert tonight
Posted on October 31, 2018

The Marshall University School of Music will present a concert by its Jazz II ensemble at 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 31, at Smith Recital Hall.
The event is free and open to the public.
The concert will include standards of jazz ensemble literature from Glenn Miller to Count Basie
and more, said Martin Saunders, director of Jazz Studies.
For more information about Marshall’s Jazz Studies program, including upcoming events, visit
www.marshall.edu/music/jazz.

Fall International Film Festival starts tomorrow
night
The Marshall Artists Series will
present The Fall International Film
Festival at the Keith-Albee Performing
Arts Center Nov. 1-4, bringing a diverse
film experience to Huntington. The
festival features 6 critically acclaimed
films from around the world – U.S.,
Chile, Lebanon, Russia, France and
China. For the first time, the festival
will feature a weekday matinee. This semester, there will be a special screening of the U.S.
documentary RBG Friday, Nov. 2, at 11 a.m.

Back to Burgundy (France) starts the festival off with the story of three siblings reuniting at
their home in Burgundy after their father falls ill. Jean, the black sheep of the family, returns
from 10 years abroad to reunite with their father. Jean, Juliette, and Jérémie were all trained by
their father on the production of wine. Through their memories of childhood, the siblings begin
mending their broken relationships. The siblings must reconnect and work together to preserve
the land that ties them together. (This film is presented in French with English subtitles, 1 hr. 53
mins.)
Back to Burgundy shows on Thursday, Nov. 1, at 5:30 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 3, at 5:30
p.m.
Loveless (Russia) is the story of Alyosha, a 12-year-old boy struggling with his parent’s divorce.
Neither of Alyosha’s parents want to claim him, and as the insults and arguments heat up,
Alyosha begins to feel unwanted and unloved. In the middle of this chaotic time, Alyosha
disappears. His parents must work together to find him, but it may be too late. Directed by
Andrey Zvyagintsev, this film was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Foreign Language
Film and won the Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival. (This film is presented in Russian with
English subtitles, 2 hrs. 7 mins.)
Loveless shows on Thursday, Nov. 1, at7:40 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 4 at 12:30 p.m.
RBG (USA) This documentary explores the journey of prominent U.S. Supreme Court Justice,
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. This film follows Ginsburg’s life from her birth in Brooklyn, New York,
to her rise in politics. Ginsburg has become a surprisingly important pop culture and feminist
icon today due in part to the book The Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of Ruth Bader
Ginsburg written by Shana Knizhnik and Irin Carmon. (This film is presented in English, 1 hr.
38 mins.)
RBG shows on Friday, Nov. 2, at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, Nov. 3, at 2:30 p.m. and Sunday, Nov.
4, at 7:35 pm.
A Fantastic Woman (Chile) is the story of a transgender woman named Marina, a waitress and
singer, and Orlando, an older man, who are in love and planning their future together. When
Orlando suddenly falls ill and dies, Marina is forced to confront his family and society, and fight
again to show them who she is: complex, strong, forthright, fantastic. A Fantastic Woman won

an Academy Award and was nominated for a Golden Globe for Best Foreign Language
Film. (This film is presented in Spanish with English Subtitles, 1 hr. 44 mins)
A Fantastic Woman shows on Friday, Nov. 2 at 5:30 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 3, at 7:45 p.m.
Angels Wear White (China) tells the story of a teenager named Mia who works at a motel in a
small seaside town. One night, while Mia is working, two 12-year-old school girls are sexually
assaulted at the motel. Mia is the only witness but stays silent for fear of losing her job. One of
the victims, Wen, finds that her troubles have only just begun. Mia and Wen must fight to find
their way out of a world that offers no safety. (This film is presented in Mandarin with English
subtitles, 1 hr. 47 mins.)
Angels Wear White shows on Friday, Nov. 2, 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 4, at 2:45 p.m.
The Insult (Lebanon) takes place in today’s Beirut where an insult is blown out of proportion,
landing Toni, a Lebanese Christian, and Yasser, a Palestinian refugee, in court. From secret
wounds to traumatic revelations, the media circus surrounding the case puts Lebanon through a
social explosion, forcing Toni and Yasser to reconsider their lives and prejudices. What should
have been a trivial altercation, quickly settled and forgotten, instead propels two men to the
center of a politically charged scandal that reopens historical and political wounds on both sides.
The Insult was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film. (This film is
presented in Arabic with English subtitles, 1 hr. 52 mins.)
The Insult shows on Saturday, Nov. 3, at 2:30 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 4, at 5:30 p.m.
Tickets for the Fall International Film Festival are $10 per film, $5 for part-time students, and
free to full-time Marshall students with a valid student ID. Tickets may be purchased at the
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center; advance tickets are not necessary. Tickets go on sale 15
minutes prior to each film. For more information, call 304-696-6656. To view movie trailers and
to download a film schedule visit www.marshallartistsseries.org
The 2018 Fall International Film Festival is sponsored by Farrell White & Legg, Cabell
Huntington Convention and Visitors Bureau, Society of Black Scholars and Black United
Students at Marshall University, KEE 100, B97, WVHU, WSAZ, The Herald-Dispatch, Marshall
University and the Marshall Artists Series.

Dates and Show Times
Thursday, Nov. 1

Friday, Nov. 2

Saturday, Nov. 3

Sunday, Nov. 4

11:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

RBG (USA)

RBG (USA)

Loveless (Russia)

2:30 p.m.

2:45 p.m.

The Insult

Angels Wear White

(Lebanon)

(China)

5:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

Back to Burgundy

A Fantastic Woman

Back to Burgundy

The Insult

(France)

(Chile)

(France)

(Lebanon)

7:30 p.m.

7:45 p.m.

Angels Wear White

A Fantastic Woman

(China)

(Chile)

7:40 p.m.

Loveless (Russia)

7:35 p.m.

RBG (USA)

German conversation group to meet Friday
The November German Meet & Eat will take place
this Friday, Nov. 2, at 6 p.m. at the Bahnhof
Restaurant in Huntington, 745 7th Avenue (on the
corner of 8th Street).
Interested in German Language and culture? This is
a casual German conversation group open to
students and residents which will typically take
place the first Friday of every month at Bahnhof.
There is no age limit or skill level necessary and all are welcome. The idea is to meet new people
and have interesting conversations in German. All are welcome, see you there!

Top Hat software available for faculty
Marshall University has recently
entered into a partnership with Top
Hat for use by faculty in the
classroom. Top Hat is a student
engagement system that allows
instructors to ask questions, take polls,
give quizzes, and get feedback from
students during class. Top Hat
increases engagement and allows students to interact with their peers and with course materials.
Top Hat is a bring-your-own-device system, which means that students can use any web-enabled device
(laptops, tablets, smartphones) to participate. Top Hat also allows for text messaging to submit answers,
so students can use older cell phones as well.
This is a nonexclusive partnership and Top Hat is available at no cost to instructors, but does require
registration and creation of an account. The price per student is $24/semester, $35/year, or $70 lifetime.
The MU School of Medicine has adopted Top Hat school-wide and all SOM faculty are using it at a
minimum for attendance tracking purposes.
Top Hat provides secure attendance technology that prevents students outside of the classroom to be
marked as present due to proximity factors. Top Hat will fully integrate into the gradebook in Blackboard,
use the MUNet Single Sign-On, and will send custom e-mail invitations to students to enroll. A team of
Top Hat instructional designers is available for customized 1:1 training to prepare faculty to use and
succeed with Top Hat.
A Top Hat representative, Nicole Strizevsky, who is working with Marshall University faculty interested
in using Top Hat, will be on the Huntington campus Nov. 6-8 to help get faculty members set up and to
field questions. Schedule an appointment with Nicole at https://meetme.so/TopHatNicoleStrizevsky. For
additional information, please visit www.marshall.edu/it/tophat.

Athletics to offer football and basketball staff
appreciation games
The annual Marshall University
staff & faculty appreciation
games for football and basketball
have been set.
All Marshall University staff &
faculty can receive two (2)
complimentary tickets to the
home football game on Saturday,
Nov. 10, against Charlotte (kick-off at 2:30 p.m.) and two (2) complimentary tickets for the
home men’s basketball game on Sunday, Nov. 11, against Hofstra (tip-off at 2:30 p.m.).
Additional football tickets beyond the two complimentary will be $15, and additional basketball
tickets beyond the two complimentary will be $8.
Come by the athletics ticket office located in the Henderson Center with your valid MU ID card
in order to pick up the tickets. Staff are permitted to bring multiple valid MU IDs when picking
up tickets if their colleagues cannot make it to the ticket office during normal office hours. The
ticket office is open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m..
The deadline to pick up complimentary tickets is Wednesday, Nov. 7, at 4 p.m.
For all questions, please e-mail herdtickets@marshall.edu.

Don’t get hooked by an email phishing attack!

Marshall University’s Information Technology is working to protect you but it’s a shared responsibility
for everyone.
“It should not come as a surprise that according to many technology surveys, the most common attack
vector for an organization is through phishing.” said Jon Cutler, Chief Information Security
Officer. “Marshall IT has worked with several hundred students and dozens of employee who have
discovered firsthand how creative the bad actors can be in crafting a believable, but fraudulent e-mail
message. E-mail use is so ingrained into our daily work that we seldom think twice about whether the
message is legitimate or not. It says from ‘Help Desk’, so it has to true, right? We are frequently asked

what is IT doing to stop these fraudulent messages. I would encourage folks to also ask what can they do
to help stop phishing. See the details below on how three simple steps – Stop. Think. Connect – will go
a long way towards protecting your Marshall account and your digital resources.”
Here are some simple things you can do to help make sure your accounts are kept safe.

1.

Follow the Stop, Think, Connect actions.

STOP. Do not click or respond too quickly.
Read the message with a critical point of view.
THINK. Is there anything suspicious about this message?
Hover your mouse over the included web address to show where it might be sending you.
CONNECT. Ask a classmate, colleague or the IT Service Desk for a second opinion.
Report suspicious e-mail sent to your Marshall e-mail address by forwarding
to phishing@marshall.edu
2.
Get educated on what phishing is and how you can be responsible. Phishing attacks are often
successful because they are convincing and believable and may appear to come from someone you
know. Please take the time to watch this short 30 minute Lynda Campus playlist on Phishing.
Visit our Information Security website for more steps you can take, best practices, and examples of what
to look for.
3.
Report any message you may be unsure about. Just forward the message to phishing@marshall.edu.
If you think you’ve clicked on a phony opened any attachments, or entered your username and password
on fraudulent website. Contact the Marshall IT Service Desk if you need assistance.
If you have further questions or need clarification, please contact the IT Service Desk at:
304.696.3200
itservicedesk@marshall.edu
Or via live chat at www.marshall.edu/it

Career Services to host fall etiquette dinner
Tuesday, Nov. 6
Career Services will host their biannual etiquette dinner featuring etiquette consultant Terri
Thompson Tuesday, Nov. 6.
During the four-course meal, Thompson will offer business etiquette tips for handling dinnertime
interviews and networking events, along with answering any questions students might have.
“This is an important event for students,” stated Debby Stoler, assistant director for development
and outreach at Career Services. “They leave with more confidence to handle those sometimes
stressful social situations or interviews that include a formal meal.”
All current Marshall students may attend. However, juniors, seniors and graduate students are
especially encouraged to attend. There are two seating times available to accommodate more
students; 4:30 p.m. in room BE-5 and 6:30 p.m. in the Shawkey Dining Room, both in the

Memorial Student Center on the Huntington campus. Doors open at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Professional dress is required.
Tickets must be picked up in advance at the Career Services Center by Monday, Nov. 5. A $5
reservation fee is required, but will be refunded at the dinner.
Thompson is an etiquette coach and reinvention expert who started the companies Etiquette in
Action and Swizzle Stick Speaking. Throughout her career, she has helped thousands develop
professional poise, confident communication skills and personal polish.

Brian Wilson to present ‘Pet Sounds: The Final
Performances’ at the Keith-Albee
Music legend and Beach Boys co-founder, Brian
Wilson, will present “Pet Sounds: The Final
Performances” at the Keith-Albee Performing
Arts Center Tuesday, Nov. 6, at 7:30 p.m.,
sponsored by St. Mary’s Medical Center and
HIMG. Nine-time Grammy Award nominee and
two-time winner Wilson will be performing
alongside longtime Beach Boys members Al
Jardine and Blondie Chaplin.
Wilson will be performing the album Pet Sounds in
its entirety as well as classics from throughout his
astounding career with the Beach Boys and

beyond. Pet Sounds was one of many ground breaking albums by the Beach Boys and their song
“Good Vibrations,” along with the rest of the music Brian Wilson would be a part of in his
career, re-wrote the rules of what a pop and rock album or single could be.
Pet Sounds reached #10 on the charts in America and featured four hit singles including “Sloop
John B” and “Wouldn’t It Be Nice.”
Wilson was barely out of his teens when he began to create some of the most beloved records
ever including “Surfer Girl,” “In My Room,” “Help Me Rhonda” and “Don’t Worry Baby.”
Wilson is a Kennedy Center Honors recipient, a Songwriters Hall of Fame inductee, and a
multiple-Grammy Award-winner. With the Beach Boys, he was inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 1988 and honored with The Recording Academy’s Lifetime Achievement
Award in 2001.
Tickets for “Brian Wilson Presents Pet Sounds: The Final Performances” are
$120.36/98.42/81.97/60.03. Contact the Marshall Artists Series box office at 304-696-6656 or
order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit the box office located in the Joan C.
Edwards Playhouse on the Huntington campus. Box office hours are Monday through Friday,
noon to 4 p.m.
“Brian Wilson Presents Pet Sounds: The Final Performances” is sponsored by City National
Bank, Community Trust Bank, Merrill Lynch, Jeff and Amber Biederman, The Chirico Family,
Steven Miller, M.D., Kevin and Rebecca Craig, KEE 100, B97, WSAZ, The Herald-Dispatch,
Marshall University and the Marshall Artists Series.

German Film Day set for Nov. 7
The German program of the Department of
Modern Languages is having a German Film
Day at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 7 in Drinko
402. Admission is free and refreshments will
be served.
The movie “My Best Enemy,” film in German
with English subtitles will be shown.
For more information please contact Anke
Duerr McCown by phone at 304-696-7258 or
by e-mail at duerrmccown@marshall.edu.
Movie synopsis: Victor (Moritz Bleibtrau, Run
Lola Run, Munich), the son of wealthy Jewish
art dealers, and Rudi, the son of their servant,
are best friends despite their class differences
and the fact that they both love the same girl, Lena (Ursula Strauss, Revanche). But World War
II upends everything, turning Rudi into a Nazi and Victor into a helpless pawn. Helpless, that is,
until a priceless drawing by Michelangelo becomes crucial to Nazi plans and only Victor s
family knows where it is. The ensuing game of cat and mouse between the two old friends results
in plane crashes, stolen identities and solving the biggest mystery of all: the key to Lena s heart.
Combining the dangers of World War II with the twists and turns of Ocean s Eleven, MY BEST
ENEMY is an entertaining tale of turmoil and triumph.

School of Medicine to host annual Paul
Ambrose Health Policy Forum Nov. 8
The School of Medicine will host its sixth annual Paul Ambrose Health Policy Forum Thursday,
Nov. 8, at 6 p.m. in the Larry J. Harless Auditorium. The forum is open to the public and free of
charge.
The event will bring together a group of panelists to discuss the role of drug courts in addiction
treatment and recovery. Panelists include Zachary Hansen, M.D., a family medicine physician
with Valley Health Systems who specializes in addiction medicine; The Hon. Gregory L.
Howard Jr., judge of the Sixth Judicial Circuit Court; and Lauren Plymale, J.D., assistant
prosecuting attorney for Cabell County, West Virginia.
The Paul Ambrose Health Policy program was established in 2010 as part of a larger effort at
Marshall University to involve and inform its health care faculty and students as well as the
community in health care policy. It is named in honor of the late Paul Ambrose, M.D., because

of his noted passion for public health and policy. Ambrose was a 1995 graduate of the Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine who was killed in the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks.
In addition to the annual forum, Marshall offers the nation’s only health policy program
integrated into a three-year residency in family medicine. Residents in this track have the
opportunity to experience the intricacies of health policy development, implementation and
oversight. Participants observe and partake in the legislative process and become involved in
health administrative agencies. They work directly with legislators and their staff, attend a
National Health Policy Conference, survey state agencies with administrative responsibilities in
the health care field and conduct research on a broad range of health care access and affordability
issues.
The Harless Auditorium is located on the ground floor of the Marshall University Medical
Center at 1600 Medical Center Drive in Huntington. For more information, please contact
Jennifer Plymale at 304-691-1182 or e-mail plymale@marshall.edu.

Lecture series to present expert on
gerrymandering in America
The Amicus Curiae Lecture Series will continue
its Fall 2018 series with a presentation by Dr.
Charles A. “Tony” Smith, speaking on
“Gerrymandering in America: Revenge of the
Anti-Federalists.” He will speak at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 8, in Brad D. Smith Foundation
Hall.
Smith will discuss how, long ago, the U.S. Supreme Court recognized racially discriminatory
gerrymandering as unconstitutional, but has never found a way to deal with partisan
gerrymandering. Smith will talk about the acceleration of partisan gerrymandering after the

Supreme Court’s 2004 decision in Vieth v. Jubelirer, as well as its causes, impact and legal
history.
He will delve into the subject of partisan gerrymandering as a serious threat to democratic
representation and discuss how the Supreme Court had the opportunity in the summer of 2017 to
make a substantive decision on the issue and did not, but left the door open to doing so in the
future. Smith will also discuss a Constitutional basis the court could use for evaluating and
striking down partisan gerrymandering and will discuss the reasons it is important for the court
to do so.
Smith is a professor of political science at the University of California, Irvine. He earned his
Ph.D. in political science from the University of California-San Diego, his master’s degree in
political science at Utah State University and his bachelor’s degree from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. He earned his law degree at the University of Florida.

University Chorus, a cappella group to present
‘Songs of Love and Light’
The School of Music will present its
University Chorus, along with its campus a
cappella group, 3rd Avenue, in a concert
titled “Songs of Love and Light” at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 8, at Smith Recital Hall
on Marshall’s Huntington campus.
The concert will feature a special guest
performance by vocalist Brandon Chandler, as well as Cabell Midland High School’s music
educator Ed Harkless and his student singing group, Collegium Musicum.
“Though the overall message of the concert is to promote positivity and encouragement by
sharing songs of love and light, we will also be exploring the difficulties associated with such a

task,” said University Chorus Director Dr. Briana Nannen. “We hope you will join us for a
memorable evening of music-making.”
The concert is free and open to the public.

Marshall PhD student receives national research
grant
Sarah Binion Brunty, M.S., a biomedical research
doctoral student at the Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine, recently received a pre-doctoral fellowship
grant in pharmacology and toxicology from the
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America
Foundation Inc. (PhRMA).
Brunty, a native of Tullahoma, Tennessee, is testing new
drug treatments in endometriosis through targeting
epigenetic changes, in collaboration with the department of obstetrics and gynecology at the Joan
C. Edwards School of Medicine and Professor Brenda L. Mitchell, M.D. Under the direction of
principal investigator Nalini Santanam, Ph.D., M.P.H., Brunty hopes to identify drug treatments
specifically tailored to treat endometriosis, rather than just its symptoms.
The PhRMA grant, which will fund Brunty’s research with $40,000 over two years, is awarded
to only a dozen students across the country each year.
Brunty is in her third year of the biomedical research Ph.D. program. She earned her
undergraduate degree in biochemistry with a minor in biology from the University of Tennessee
at Chattanooga, followed by a master’s in forensic science from Marshall University.

Marshall researcher receives NIH funding for
joint project with University at Buffalo
A newly appointed Marshall University researcher
has received funding from the National Institute on
Aging at the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
for an ongoing project on the pharmacogenetics of
immunosuppressive drugs.
Dan Brazeau, Ph.D., an associate professor at the
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine and Marshall University School of
Pharmacy, in collaboration with the University at
Buffalo Transplantation Immunosuppressive Pharmacology Research group headed by Kathleen
M. Tornatore, Pharm.D., a professor at the University of Buffalo School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences, were awarded a five-year RO1 grant titled “Age and Race Influences
on Immunosuppression after Renal Transplant.”
The goal of the $3.5 million grant is to assess the factors that play a role in the adverse effects
experienced by kidney transplant patients. These adverse effects, including gastrointestinal,
neurologic, aesthetic alterations and hyperlipidemia, are often unpredictable and contribute to
decreased patient medication adherence, increased morbidity, and may impact long-term survival
of the transplanted organ. Brazeau will be directing the genetic analysis for a number of genes
involved in the metabolism and transport of immunosuppressive drugs being taken by kidney
transplant patients.
Prior to joining Marshall this summer, Brazeau served as director of the University of New
England’s Genomics Research Laboratory and director of the Pharmaceutical Genetics
Laboratory at the University at Buffalo. He earned his doctorate in biological sciences from the
University at Buffalo, State University of New York. Following postdoctoral training at the
University of Houston, he served at the University of Florida as a research assistant professor in
the department of zoology and the director of UF’s Genetic Analysis Laboratory.

Brazeau’s research focuses on population genetics and pharmacogenomics. He has 77
publications in peer-reviewed journals, books and book chapters and has presented more than 60
abstracts to national meetings since 1995. He has enjoyed continuous research funding for the
past 25 years.

Marshall Internal Medicine welcomes
specialists
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine,
Marshall Health and Cabell Huntington Hospital
medical and dental staff welcome three new
specialists in the areas of geriatrics and primary
care.
Rajesh Gopalarathinam, M.D., is a boardcertified, fellowship-trained geriatrician and
general internal medicine physician. He has
been named an assistant professor in the
department of internal medicine. He specializes
in addressing the medical concerns of individuals 65 years or older and also serves as the
primary care physician to younger adult patients in the section of general internal medicine.
He earned his medical degree at Meenakshi Medical College Hospital & Research Institute in
India. He completed his internal medicine residency with Allegheny General Hospital in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, followed by a geriatric medicine fellowship at University Hospitals
Cleveland Medical Center in Cleveland, Ohio. Gopalarathinam is certified by the American
Board of Internal Medicine.

Gopalarathinam is accepting new patients and referrals at Marshall Internal Medicine, an
outpatient department of Cabell Huntington Hospital, 1249 15th Street, Huntington, at 304-6911000.
Lora B. Fetty, M.D., a general internal medicine physician, has been named an assistant
professor in the department of internal medicine. She is an alumnae of Marshall’s school of
medicine, where she also completed her internal medicine-pediatrics residency. She specializes
in internal medicine, adolescent medicine and primary care.
Fetty is accepting new patients and referrals at Marshall Internal Medicine – Teays Valley, 300
Corporate Center Drive, Scott Depot, at 304-691-6910.
Brandon Shiflett, M.D., is a board-certified intensivist. He has been named an assistant professor
in the department of internal medicine.
Shiflett earned his medical degree from Marshall’s school of medicine, followed by a residency
in internal medicine. He is certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine.
Shiflett provides hospital inpatient care as well as services for the internal medicine walk-in
clinic open weekdays at the Erma Ora Byrd Clinical Center. As such, he is not accepting new
patients in the ambulatory setting.

Faculty Achievement: John Van Kirk
John Van Kirk, of the English department, published two short stories
in the current issue of Eclectica. They can be viewed online at the
following locations:
http://www.eclectica.org/v22n4/vankirk.html
http://www.eclectica.org/v22n4/vankirk_cold.html

Marshall to screen sex trafficking documentary
Operation Toussaint by Operation Underground
Railroad
Marshall University’s Digital
Forensics and Information
Assurance program will screen
the documentary Operation
Toussaint from the nonprofit
organization Operation
Underground Railroad
(O.U.R.) at 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 12, in Room
BE5 of the Memorial Student
Center.

O.U.R. combats child sex trafficking around the world. The documentary explores this rapidly
growing criminal industry and O.U.R.’s efforts to rescue kids from its grip. The screening will be
followed by a short presentation and Q&A with Jerry Gowen, O.U.R.’s chief operating officer.
“This documentary shines a bright light on the dark subject of child trafficking,” Gowen said. “It
highlights the origin and great work of O.U.R. and our partners, which has led to the rescue of
1,600 victims of trafficking and the arrest of 745 perpetrators. The students and staff at Marshall
University are at the forefront of this cause and we appreciate the work that is being done to
educate others as we rescue victims, empower law enforcement and provide critical aftercare for
trafficking survivors.”
O.U.R. works closely with Marshall’s Digital Forensics and Information Assurance program. To
date, Marshall students and faculty in the program have helped rescue 40 children and arrest 10
suspected traffickers. This event marks the second time that O.U.R. has visited Marshall’s
Huntington campus to spread the word about the important work being done, with help from
Marshall.
“Operation Underground Railroad (O.U.R.) is excited to work alongside Marshall University and
its students in the fight against child trafficking,” Gowen said. “This event will help create a
movement where individuals can help contribute to the cause — whether that be through
donations, giving time to volunteer or leveraging networks to spread the word so others can join
the fight. We will only see true change if we all join forces and rise up against slavery.”
“We’re so grateful for the opportunity to help support the fight against child sex trafficking,”
said John Sammons, director of the Digital Forensics and Information Assurance program at
Marshall. “Our students gain not only the practical lessons of open source intelligence collection
and analysis, but a crystal clear appreciation of the need to support organizations like O.U.R.”
The screening is free and open to the public with sponsorship from Marshall’s College of
Science. O.U.R T-shirts and merchandise will be available for sale before and after the event,
with proceeds going toward the fight against sex trafficking.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Nov. 7, 2018. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 5, 2018.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/October-31-2018.

